Essay #3: Analysis Essay (20%)



Due: Monday 10/26
Rachel Marsom’s 1101
Objective:  The first objective of this unit is to gather an appreciation (and realization) of the importance of visual elements in today’s society.  The second objective of this unit is to develop an effective analytical essay which focuses on a complex subject and thoroughly explains the parts of that subject and their relationship to one another.
Assignment:  Choose a movie to analyze for this assignment.  I am requiring that I have already seen this movie or that you come and talk to me to receive approval from me about a particular film. Analyze your selection by breaking down its components, describing and explaining what they are and how they function, outlining how each piece works in conjunction with the others, and offering insights into the subject.  
Students will:

· Follow the proper format for an essay when developing your writing.
· Come up with a thesis that clearly states what you are analyzing.  

· Support the thesis in the proper order using topic sentences and quotes to back up the parts you are analyzing. 
· Decide how to present the most relevant parts in a logical manner.

· Synthesize outside research with specific examples (thematic or technical) from the movie that you choose. While much analytical writing is based on research, for this paper, the choice of whether or not to research is up to you.  

· Develop a Works Cited list.  This list should at least contain the proper MLA citation for a movie.  If you have done research, you will need to include these books/articles/webpages on your Works Cited list.
Your essay should include the following:

· Introduction: Explain briefly why an analysis of your subject might be of interest.  Provide a brief outline of what most people know about your subject.  Explain why your analysis is important.  Provide a fact about the subject you are analyzing that will surprise your readers.  Provide a clear “arguable” thesis that sets up the rest of the paper.
· Body: 
· Make sure that you break down the parts of the movie in a logical fashion. 
· Identify the most important pieces of information and give less time to less important parts. 
· Provide examples from the movie and/or your research to support your thesis.
· Remember to keep your analysis as objective and non-biased as possible.
· Conclusion: This is where you review the major parts or aspects of your subject, explaining the following: how they relate to one another, how they function together, how all of the aspects of your subject lead to the conclusion you have reached. 
· Point of View: In this sort of paper, the use of “I” and any personal narrative is unacceptable.  If you have questions about this, email me at rachel.marsom@gcsu.edu.

· Grammar: Follow the rules of proper English.
Length: 4-6 typed double-spaced pages.   
