Evan Allgood

ENGL 1102

John Teschner's Making Sense of Shakespeare (5%)

This project is supposed to be fun, potentially funny, and definitely entertaining, and I want you to learn something from it. Basically, I want you to use the close reading, analytical skills you’ve been working on all semester to update Othello. Each group will be assigned one act from the play. You will examine each scene from that act and figure out what the characters are talking about, how they feel, and any other weird and interesting stuff you can deduce from the text. I want you to rewrite the dialogue in your act to update it for modern readers and to reflect modern issues. In a lot of cases, you will have to untangle elaborate metaphors and analogies, figure out what they are literally saying and what they mean in the context of the play, then write a modern equivalent with a similar impact.

Feel free to change just about any element of this play, as long as you have a reason for it, and as long as you can explain how your dialogue relates to the original. I encourage you to find unconventional interpretations: the stranger and weirder, more entertaining, dramatic and hilarious, the better. 

You will have 15-20 minutes to perform your act for us. The groups are as follows (performance date in parentheses):

-Act I (Tue. 4/19): Allen Clarkson, Erin Hackman, Alex Knight, Eric Pettepher, Matthew Robinson

-Act II (Tue. 4/19): Jess Burke, Maddy Kearns, Taylor Mann, Will Pickard

-Act III (Thu. 4/21): Wictor Andersson, Hillary Booher, Alex Filzen, Johan Wadstein, Ryan Walker

-Act IV (Thu. 4/21): Rachel Cha, Richard Kohberger, Jordan Mahaffey, Megan Varner

-Act V (Thu. 4/21): David Darnell, Caroline Faber, Nathan Hui, Matt Tenoschok

(If you want to swap group members or acts, that's fine, but Eric and Matthew have to do Act I or II due to a baseball game on the 21st.)

EVERYONE must participate in the performance, even if that means doubling up on some parts. If you're absent the day of your performance, you will receive a 0 for the assignment (barring very extreme circumstances), not to mention you will be hanging your group out to dry.

You will need to turn in the script you've written on the day of your performance. The script should include not only your dialogue, but also a brief (no more than a page) explanation of why you've made the changes you have.

You have the entire class periods of Tue. 4/12 & Thu. 4/14 to work on this (and your research papers, should you finish ahead of schedule), as well as half the period on Tue. 4/19. Please use this time wisely! Come to class on the 12th having read the entire play so you can get started.

Please let me know if you have any questions, and remember: be creative, entertain us! The more we enjoy your performance, the better your grade.

