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Rorschach Exercise: In-Class

Purpose: This exercise is a great way to get students talking about motives, fixations, personalities, actions, etc. of characters in a novel or longer play.  If you ask your students what specifically they’re basing their observations off, it can also work well as an illustration of the types of characterization.  

Practice: Show your students a few examples of Rorschach prints on the projector and ask them to write down what they see in each one.  When they’re comfortable with the practice, assign groups of three or four students per major character from your novel or play and have them respond to four or five more prints as if they were that character.  Afterward, give them time in their small groups to discuss what patterns they see in their character’s observations and then discuss as a class.   

