English 1101 Syllabus
Section 1101-17 (CRN: 80513), MWF 10:00-10:50 RM 3-51B
Section 1101-18 (CRN: 80516), MWF 11:00-11:50 RM 3-51B
Instructor: Shawnsey Rudolph                                                     Office Hours: 12:00-1:00 MW 

Email: shawnsey.rudolph@gcsu.edu                                           and by appointment in RM 1-53
Required Textbooks
Gary, Goshgarian.  The Contemporary Reader: Ninth Edition. New Jersey: Pearson, 2008
Hacker, Diana. Rules For Writers: Fifth Edition. Boston: Bedford, 2004
Notebook to Journal in 
“You could never tell those that use God’s gift to enslave that you have used God’s gift to be free.”  --Rene Ricard “The Radiant Child”
Course Goals
To acquire an ability to write organized, clear, fluent, and intellectually ambitious prose;
To understand the principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis;
To grasp the essential nature of research and how writing and reading are means for connecting the writer to contemporary culture and its diverse problems and conditions.  
Assignments and Grading
Work must be on time.  Essays and other assigned work are due at the beginning of the class period on the date specified by instructor unless otherwise discussed with the instructor no later than one day before due date of the assignment.  Late work will lose a letter grade for every day late.  Absences do not change assignment time frames.  Textbooks and extra paper for in-class writing must be brought to class every day.  Failure to do so will result in a deduction in Class Participation Grade.  

       Grammar takes a back set to content in this class.  The intent of the instruction you receive in this class will show the student the nuances of the personal essay.  He and she will learn to write a clear thesis statement, how to focus a paper and properly use data, how to cite a paper, and the importance of specifics and details.  The writer must also display a strong opinion on chosen subject and sound rationale when presenting subject.  The writer’s ability to master the previously listed criteria will dictate the student’s grade.    

	

	Grading (in further detail)      

	3 Essays (each 1000 + words in length)                                     30%          A  = 90-100 

	Research Paper (2000 + words in length)                                  20%           B  = 80-89

	Essay Revision                                                                           20%           C  = 70-79

	Class Participation / Writing Exercises and Responses             15%           D  = 60-69 

	Quizzes                                                                                       10%           F  = 59 or lower

	Narrative Reflection Essay                                                           5%


Administrative 
· Attendance is mandatory.  You are allowed three absences without penalty, but any further absences will result in deduction of the overall possible grade and possible failure of the course.  If there is extenuating circumstances that prohibits you from attending class, please contact your instructor.  It is important to note that class participation is central to this course and one student’s absence can be detrimental to the learning of all students.  Further, there is no such thing as an excused absence.  Exceptions are rare and must be cleared with professor face-to-face (i.e. no emailed excuses).
· Also make sure to turn all cell phones / pagers to silent.  If they go off in class they are considered in the same class as absences, you get three free interruptions, after that you lose participation points.  That loss can add up to losing a letter grade(s), It would be wise to leave these types of devices out of class
· Students with learning disabilities or special needs are urged to contact their instructor early in the semester in order to secure the best learning environment.  
· Fire Drill Procedures:  In the event of a fire alarm signal, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit.  Learn the floor plan exits of the building.  Do not use elevators.  Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke.  Assist disabled person and others if possible without endangering yourself.  Assemble on the front lawn by class for a head count.

Academic Honesty 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Cheating, plagiarism or the assisting in such will result in the failure of the course.  Please visit and read the Plagiarism Policy as outlined in the Hacker manual on pg 402.

Assignment Notes 
Essays:  Topics will be worked on and given to the instructor in class before the assignment is due.  Also rough drafts will be hand written in class before they are typed out and handed in for final grading.  Only the final draft will be handed in.  

Revisions: As a lion’s share of the student’s grade is gathered from the actual writing of essays, I realize that not everything goes as planned the first time one tries it.  So, keeping that in mind, I will allow the student to revise any paper he or she feels is the weakest presentation of his or her work.  The student is allowed only two revisions.  The grade of the revision will replace the previous grade accredited to the original essay.  You cannot revise the same paper twice and your grade can get worse.
Quizzes: Quizzes will only be given in the case the instructor feels the need motivate students to read assigned work.  Quizzes will then go toward or against participation points.  If you fail the quiz, it counts as an absence.
Conferences 

It is mandatory that each student has at least one conference with me.  If a student misses a conference, it counts as 2 absences.  Further, I reserve the right to revoke the revision option for the paper being conferred.  
Research Paper
The Research Paper is the most significant grade in the course as it is 20% of the student’s final grade.  Students are required to choose their own topics related to Leaving Atlanta.  I encourage you to think about the topic early on in class, and it is advised that the topic be something that interests you.  The paper will be written in a persuasive/argumentative format and you are encouraged to think of issues that transcend typical concepts of duality.  The student should go beyond simple dichotomies of black/white, pro/con because the true nature of discourse works in this formula: thesis + antithesis = synthesis.  It is the synthesis that gets one closer to truth, which if nothing else, I hope this class does for you.
Narrative Reflection Essay
English 1101 is a unique course at Georgia College and State University as most freshmen take this course.  As part of our mandate as the Liberal Arts University of Georgia, we as teachers and students are constantly working and learning to make our course more useful and productive as possible.  At the end of the semester, you will take two surveys to help us measure our success and what can be improved for our future courses.  As a part of the study, the Department of English, Speech, and Journalism is requiring students in English 1101 to write a personal narrative discussing what they have learned (or not learned) over the course of the semester.
The Narrative Reflection Essay will be collected on the last day of the course will be anonymous.  You should not put your name or any other identity marks on the essay, and it must be typed.  The essays will be given credit for completion, no other criteria needs to be met.  I will take them in a folder at the end of class  

Writing Center
If you are having trouble with the student is having difficulty with a paper, said student is more than welcome to come see me during office hours.  However, the writing center can offer just as much help with the paper as I can.  Further, with the Writing Center consultants are trained in helping revise student papers and can provide a fresh look at the work.  It is highly recommended that students visit them in Lanier Hall, room 132.
Regents Testing:  Must be signed up for by September 29th.  To sign up, log into PAWS main menu, clicking on Student Services & Financial Aid, and then on Register for Regents’ Test.  When the students click on this link and select the appropriate term, they will see the available test sessions.  The exam itself is on Oct. 22 - Nov. 4.  
Tentative Semester Assignment Schedule:  Read all materials in advance of the dates which they are listed.  The instructor will acknowledge any deviation from the schedule to the class if changes needed to be needed.
August          
                       20  Introduction to the course and to each other

                       22  Discuss syllabus and take quiz.  
                       25  Go over quiz grade.  Go Over Reading.  
                       27  Thesis statements.  (Handout)  
                       29  Words: Making them concrete.  (Worksheet)    
September    
                        1    Labor Day weekend.  No Class
                        3    Sentences and Paragraphs: Why do I repeat myself so much?  
                        5    Watch Video. Write Response Due Next Class Period 
                        8    Discuss question “Who Am I?” Read: “Please Ask Me “Who,” Not “What,” I   

                              Am” (pg. 511)    

                       10   How Does “Race” Influence One’s Identity Read: “Getting Under My Skin” 

                              (pg. 514) and “Why I’m Black, Not African American” (pg. 527).  Discuss 

                              Paper Topics.  
                       12   Begin Drafting Paper in Class.  Finish over the weekend.  Essay #1 Due Next  

                              Class 
                       15   Paper Due.  Conference Sign-Up Class Cancelled.  Read: Leaving Atlanta
                       18   Class Cancelled for Conferences  
                      20    Class Cancelled for Conferences  
                      22    Class Cancelled for Conferences  
                      25    Class Cancelled for Conferences  
                      27    Class Cancelled for Conferences
                      29    Overview of Revisions/ Leaving Atlanta Quiz
October
                       1     Discussion:  What does it mean to be a man/woman?  Read: “My Most  

                              Attractive Adversary” (pg. 339), “Male Bashing on TV” (pg. 342)  
                       3     Discussion:  How do we define Masculinity and Femininity? Read: “The End of 

                              Herstory” (pg. 362), “Reading the Blog: A Thursday Musing on Anti-Feminist 

                              Young Women” (pg. 375)  
                       6     Watch Video
                       8     Review Gender Issues.  Discussion:  How does gender affect your identity? 
                     10     Draft Essay #2 in Class  
                     13      Discuss Leaving Atlanta.  Focus on father-child relationships. 
                     15      Continue Leaving Atlanta
                    17      Library Day

                    20      Library Day

                    22      Library Day 

                    24      Go over Regents Exam 

                    27      First Draft of Research Essay Complete.  Peer Editing. 

                    29      Research Essay (Essay #3) Due.  Watch Video.
                    31      Discussion How does Reality Tv affect our perception of who we are?  Read:  

                             “Reality TV”
November
                      3    (Hand-Out) Discussion: “What is reality?”         
                      6    (Handout) Discussion: “Production Vs. Reality” 
                      8     Watch Video
                    10     Watch Video
                    13     Watch Video                    
                    15     Review Unit.  Discuss  Paper Topics

                    18     Begin Drafting Essay #4
                    20     Peer Edit Essay #4 
                    22     Essay #4 Due 
                    24     Begin Discussing Reflective Essay
                    27     Draft Reflective Essay

December

                     1   Reflective Essay Due

                     3   Class wrap-up evaluations 

Final Exam:       
10-10:50 p.m. MWF, 11a.m.-1:45 p.m, Fri, Dec 12

11-11:50 a.m. MWF, 11a.m.-1:45 p.m., Wed, Dec 10
