English 1101-10

Fall 2009

Course Information: ENGL 1101-10 CRN: 80169 (T TH, 9:30-10:45, Napier II 003)

Instructor: Will Torrey

Office: Arts & Sciences 153

Office Hours: T TH, 12:30-1:30, and by appointment

Contact Information: Phone: (478) 445-2013; email: william.torrey@gcsu.edu
Required Texts: 40 Model Essays, Aaron, Bedford/St. Martin’s, ISBN, 978-0312438296; Easy Writer, Lunsford, Bedford/St. Martin’s, ISBN, 978-0312594596; Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim, Sedaris, Little Brown, ISBN, 978-0316010795
Course Description & Goals: ENGL 1101 is designed to familiarize students with a variety of essay styles as well as to guide and encourage their own writing efforts.  Successful mastery will be reflected by a developed knowledge of writing fundamentals and an enhanced ability in written communication.  
Grades: Final grades will be determined as follows:

Participation:                                  20%



         Essay #1 (Personal Narrative):       20%

                                    Essay #2 (Argumentation):             20%

                                    Essay #3 (The Research Paper):     20%

Essay #4 (The Exemplification):    20%

Attendance/Participation: Each student is allowed a total of two absences.  Beginning with the third absence, the student’s participation grade will incur a 20% deduction per class missed.  Simply stated, when students are absent, they are not participating.

Revision: Though not required, each student may revise two essays.  Revisions must be submitted within 7 calendar days of receiving the original graded essay, and must reflect serious effort—i.e. a major rethinking or reorganizing of the essay, and not a series of quick fixes to simple errors.  Once received, the grade of the revised essay will be averaged with that of the original; however, merely submitting a revision does not guarantee a grade improvement.  This policy is restricted to essays #1, #2 and #3.  

Late Work: Except in rare cases of emergency, all late essays will incur a grade deduction of 20% per business day.  At the start of class on the assigned due date, all essays are to be turned in typed, double-spaced, and stapled.  Essays submitted via e-mail will not be accepted.  Late work is not eligible for revision.

Academic Dishonesty:  If you have any doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism, see: http://www.gcsu.edu/student_affairs/Student_Handbook/honor/honor.html. Violation of the code means failure of the essay and possibly of the course.  Disciplinary procedures and appeals in cases of alleged plagiarism will follow the process found in the GC&SU Undergraduate Catalog.   

Etiquette: Please silence all electronic devices.  Text messaging and use of the Internet during class is extremely unprofessional and will not be tolerated. Except on days designated for in-class writing, all laptops are to remain closed during discussion.        
Statement of Equal Opportunity: In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential. 
Fire Drill: In the event of a fire alarm, exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use the elevators. Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke. Assemble near the fountain for a head count. 

Writing Center:  The GCSU Writing Center is located in Lanier 209 and open Monday through Friday.  While no extra credit will be offered, students are encouraged to visit regularly.  For more information, call (478)-445-3370 or visit online at: http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/  

Regents’ Test: Some students may be required to take the Regents’ test.  All information regarding this exam can be found at: http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwrtp/ Be advised that the deadline for signup this semester falls on September 29th, and the testing period occurs between October 30th and November 3rd.     

Tentative Class Schedule

(T)8/18: Intro to the course, review of syllabus

HW: Gather course materials 
(TH)8/20: Intro to the fundamentals of composition, some advice, free writing 

HW: Sedaris: “Us and Them”; “Let it Snow”; “The Ship Shape”
(T)8/25: Discussion of reading, writing exercise, intro to essay #1

HW: Sedaris: “Repeat After Me”; “Chicken in the Henhouse”
(TH)8/27: Discussion, in-class brainstorming 

HW: Sedaris: “Put a Lid on it”; “Hejira”; “Monie Changes Everything” 

(T)9/1: Discussion, details & specifics

HW: Sedaris: “The Girl Next Door”; “The End of the Affair”;  “Slumus Lordicus”
(Th)9/3: Discussion, focus & structure

HW: Complete one block of your essay, bring in printed copies
(T)9/8: Group critiques, in-class writing

HW: Complete 1st draft of personal essay, bring printed copies

(TH)9/10: ***1st draft due***, group critiques
(T)9/15: In-class revisions

HW: Complete Essay #1

(TH)9/17: ***Essay #1 Final Draft due***, intro to essay #2
HW: 40ME: Koch (319); Bruck (327)
(T)9/22: Discussion, in-class brainstorming 

HW: 40ME: Swift (356); Woolf (348)
(TH)9/24: Discussion, group work: theses, evidence & crafting an effective argument
(T)9/29: In-class writing

HW: Complete 1st draft, bring printed copies
(TH)10/1: ***Essay #2 1st draft due***, group critiques
(T)10/6: In-class revisions

HW: Complete Essay #2
(TH)10/8:  ***Essay #2 due*** 

(T)10/13: Fall Break, no class

(TH)10/15: Intro to essay #3, strategies for research, in-class brainstorming 

HW: Select two possible topics for the research paper

(T)10/20: Visit with a research librarian

HW: Begin research
(TH)10/22: research day

HW: Block out research paper
(T)10/27: In-class writing 

HW: Complete 1st draft, bring printed copies 

(TH)10/29: ***Essay #3 1st draft due***, group critiques
(T)11/3: In-class revisions 
(TH)11/5: ***Essay #3 due***, intro to essay #4

HW: 40me: Klass (98); Quindlen (104)

(T)11/10:  Discussion, in-class brainstorming

HW: 40me: Sedaris (108); Staples (115) 

(TH)11/12: Discussion, group work: theses, evidence & crafting an effective essay
(T)11/17:  In-class writing

HW: Complete 1st  draft, bring printed copies
(TH)11/19: ***Essay #4 1st draft due***, group critiques
(T)11/24:  In-class revisions
(TH)11/26: Thanksgiving, no class

(T)12/1: In-class revisions   

(TH)12/3: ***Essay #4 final draft due***, final class meeting
(W)12/9 [8:00-10:45 A.M.]: Final Exam

