English 1101: Composition I

Instructor: Nathan Jackson Tucker

Section: 23 | Class Time: Tuesday & Thursday 9:30-10:45 p.m. | Room: Wells II 133

Office Information: Arts & Sciences 153  | Ext. 2013 | nathan.tucker@gcsu.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 12:00-2:00  p.m.

Required Texts: 

Acting Out Culture edited by James S. Miller

Writing and Revising by Kennedy, Kennedy, & Muth

The Easy Writer by Andrea Lunsford

Objectives of the Course: 

The objective of this course is to understand and utilize the principles of effective writing and the strategies used in argumentation and analysis. You will also learn principles of academic research and how to synthesize research into writing so that your knowledge and the knowledge you’ve discovered is clear, concise, and logical. 

Grading System: 

	Personal Narrative
	100 pts

	Comparison and Contrast
	100 pts

	Media/Persuasion 
	100 pts

	Researched Topic Essay
	200 pts

	Participation
	100 pts

	Total
	600 pts


	630-700
	A

	560-629
	B

	490-559
	C

	420-489
	D

	0-419
	F


The Essays:

Personal Narrative Essay—This essay asks you to hone your writing abilities by rigorously examining the self and recalling a relevant occurrence that has led you to view the world the way you do. This essay should be four pages in length. You will have the opportunity to revise this paper.

Comparison and Contrast Essay—This essay will require you to look at to dissimilar topics and find the universals/similarities between them, or look at two seemingly unopposed views or concepts and find the nuances in both that make them unique. This essay should be six pages in length. 

Media/Persuasion Essay—An analysis of various cultural constructs as represented by the media with a persuasive element that encourages your audience to feel a certain way about the constructs you’ve presented. This essay should be six pages in length. 

Researched Topic Essay—This essay will require you to look at a number of topics up for discussion and understanding them on a deep and relevant level via research conducted outside of class. This essay should be eight pages in length. You will have the opportunity to revise this paper. 

The Policies:

Attendance—Missing more than two class periods for any reason will result in one letter grade drop. Missing more than four class periods for any reason will result in failure of the course. I do not differentiate between excused and unexcused absences. 

Late Assignments—I do not accept late work. If you have work that is late, I will not accept it. You have been made aware of the due date for each assignment on the first day of class and there is no excuse not to have them completed by their assigned due date. 

Plagiarism—Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course; any student caught plagiarizing in the course will be strictly dealt with, including possible failure in the course. Read the Academic Handbook if you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism.  

Social Justice Statement—No student shall be discriminated against on the basis of age, color, gender, gender identity, handicapped status, marital status, national origin, political persuasion, race, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status. If you feel discriminated against, it is your right to address these concerns with the instructor or the department chair. If you have a disability, it is your right and responsibility to address these concerns immediately so that proper accommodations can be made with the university. 

Helpful Information: 

Regents’ Test—Those of you who have to take the Regents’ Test should let me know in advance of the test so that, if necessary, we can set aside time in class to discuss various learning strategies about succeeding on the test. For more information, go to: www.gcsu.edu/testingcenter/regentstesting.htm

Writing Center—The writing center is located in Lanier Hall on the 2nd floor. Regularly trips to the Writing Center will improve your papers beyond your wildest dreams. Please go whenever you are able. 

The Schedule:

T 8/18: Introduction to Course; Syllabus; Field Trip

R 8/20: Writing and Reading (W&R 1-25)

T 8/25: Critical Thinking (W&R 26-40)

R 8/27: Generating Ideas (W&R 41-59)

T 9/1: Strategies for Planning (W&R 60-82)

R 9/3: Strategies for Drafting (W&R 83-100)

T 9/8: Personal Narrative Essay Due; 

Twitchell, 28; Frazier, 39

R 9/10: Read Brooks, 67; Dickerson, 73; 

Rule Maker/Breaker, 8

T 9/15: Strategies for Revising (W&R 137-154)

R 9/17: Personal Narrative Revision Due; Read Johnson, 92

T 9/22: Strategies for Developing (W&R 101-137)

R 9/24: Read Klein, 114, answer discussion questions

T 9/29: Read Dyson, 123; 

Planning Compare & Contrast Essay

R 10/1: Peer Revision Groups for C & C Essay

T 10/6: Read Harris, 134; Writing Assignment Q4, pg 143

R 10/8: Read Knight, 150; Discuss “Rating Headlines,” 165
T 10/15: Read Intro “How We Eat” and Pollan, 168-196

T 10/20: Read Prose and Fagone, 197-216; 

Answer discussion questions; C & C Essay Due

R 10/22: Media/Persuasion Brainstorming 


How We Work, 272-277; Ehrenreich, 278-289
T 10/27: Media/Persuasion Drafting


Byron, 290, Uchitelle, 299

R 10/29:Depalma, 312, Warner, 333, Scenes/Un-scenes, 343
T 11/3: Peer Revision Group

R 11/5: Media Persuasion Essay Due; Abramsky, 419
T 11/10: Research Methods/Library Day/ Online Tutorial
R 11/12: Research Brainstorming


   Quart, 450, Kohn, 472
T 11/17: Research Drafting


   Berube, 484

R 11/19: MLA Citations and Formats


   Then and Now, 504, Gatto, 506

T 11/24: Hooks, 515, Schulte, 524, Kozol, 530
T 12/1: Research Paper Peer Group

R 12/3: Research Paper Due


Hyman, 616, Sharlet, 628

R 12/10: Finals Week: Revision of Research Paper Due 

