ENGL 1101.45/English Composition – Fall 2011

Course Information: TR 2:00-3:15/Arts & Sciences 239/CRN 81375

Instructor: Rebecca Hazelwood

Office: A&S 153, by appointment/Blackbird, W 2-4

Phone: 445-2013

Email: rebecca.hazelwood@gcsu.edu
Required Texts

Cooley, Thomas. Back to the Lake: A Reader for Writers. New York: W.W. Norton & 

Company, 2009. Print.

Kennedy, X.J., Dorothy M. Kennedy, and Marcia F. Muth. Writing and Revising: A Portable 

Guide. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2010. Print.

Kingsolver, Barbara. Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life. New York: Harper 

Perennial. 2007. Print.

Lunsford, Andrea A. Easy Writer: A Pocket Reference. 4th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 

2010. Print.

Occasional outside texts may be provided and required by the instructor.

Course Description and Goals

Joan Didion writes in “Slouching Towards Bethlehem”: “As it happens I am still committed to the idea that the ability to think for one’s self depends upon one’s mastery of the language….”

The goal of this course is to enable students to articulate their thoughts and realize that a great command of their language is their most valuable asset.  Students should be able to write clear, concise, and organized essays to express themselves effectively.

In this class, you (the student) will be expected to:

· Write four papers

· Learn how to revise three of these papers effectively

· Experience public presentation and public reaction to finished work

· Learn how to effectively integrate research into the final paper

Grades

The following scale will be used for letter grades: 90-100 A, 80-89 B, 70-79 C, 60-69 D, 0-59 F.

Final grades will be determined as follows:

Participation






10%

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle Panels



10%

Paper #1, The Personal Essay (3-4 pgs.)


15%

Paper #2, The Process Analysis Paper (5-6 pgs.)

20%

Paper #3, The Comparison/Contrast Paper (5-6 pgs.)

20%

Paper #4 Research, Etc.




5%

Paper #4, The Research Paper (8-10 pgs.)


20%

Passing or Failing of the Course

There are three ways to fail this course: 1) failing to attend class regularly and punctually, 2) plagiarizing, 3) maintaining an average equal to or less than 59%, which can occur from poor quality, lateness of submission, or a combination of poor quality or lateness.  If you regularly attend class, complete your work with academic integrity (meaning: try do well), and submit assignments on time, you will pass the course.

Attendance and Participation

You are allowed three absences without having your grade automatically lowered, though you will lose class participation points as well as points for any work turned in late because of the absence.  After three absences, you will have one letter grade deducted from your final grade for the class for each additional absence.  Please do not offer excuses; with the exception of an absence officially excused by the university (keep reading), a death in your family, and/or your medical emergency (e.g. a hospital stay), the reason for your absence makes little difference.  The above-mentioned university exceptions to the absence policy are due to religious observation (see below), official team sports, and military requirements; these are to documented by you (the student) and are not to abused.  All documentation for excused absences is your responsibility, not mine—and except for unforeseen emergencies (e.g. death, hospital stay), I should be notified beforehand.  Excessive absences, even excused, will affect your grade; if you miss seven or more classes for any reason (excused or unexcused), you will automatically fail the course.

This is all to say: please, please, please choose your absences wisely.  And note that your absence during revision days will deprive you of valuable feedback on paper that could improve your grade.

Your participation grade is based on attending class, being prepared for class, and completing in-class and out-of-class (i.e. homework) assignments.  “Being prepared for class” means you should have read all texts assigned before class, and you should bring to class: a physical copy of the texts, a pen or pencil, some paper you can write with (and turn in!), and your non-sleepy brain so that you can participate in the class discussion.  You should bring at least two questions and two comments to class for every reading.

If you’re not prepared, you may expect pop quizzes as part of your participation grade.

Etiquette

Please silence cell phones before class begins and put them away as you would during a flight.  This means don’t text during class, don’t take phone calls, and in general, keep your phone out of sight.  At any point during class if you are texting, surfing the internet, chatting, playing games, or doing anything that is not related to class work or discussion, you can expect to receive a 0% participation grade for the day and I reserve the right to ask you to leave and/or count you as absent.  This absence would count towards the total number of allowed absences and affect your grade.

Tardiness

Please do not come to class late; it is disruptive.  We all like our sleep and sometimes it’s hard to get out of bed, but class starts promptly at 2 p.m.  If I have to come to class on time, so do you.  Anyone who is more than 10 minutes late to class will be counted absent for the day.  If you come to class after it has started (but before 10 minutes have lapsed), it is your responsibility to make sure I counted you present but tardy.  Please check with me AFTER class so you do not disrupt the class further.

Religious Observance Policy

Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty.  Exercising of one’s rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code.  Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence.  The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor.  Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy.  The full policy and prescribed procedures are found at: http://info.gcsu.edu/intranet/acad_affairs/ReligiousObservancePolicy.doc.

Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability

If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility.  Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities.  Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for addition information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Student Opinion Services

Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process.  Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College.  All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way.  In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University.  An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester.  Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.

Academic Honesty

The integrity of students and their written work and oral work is a critical component of the academic process.  All written work submitted in this course will be individual work unless otherwise instructed.  The submission of another’s work as one’s own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined on pg. 64-67 in the Undergraduate Catalog.  Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work is considered cheating.  Also see the student Honor Code at the following website: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm.

In other words, plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated.  Do not do it.  Do not submit another’s work, do not copy and paste from an online source without citing the source, and do not submit your work from another class or high school.  These are all examples of academic dishonesty, though they are not the only ones.  Document quotes through quotation marks and other accepted MLA citation methods, and if you’re in doubt, seek clarification from me or visit the Writing Center..  Ignorance of these rules concerning plagiarism is not an excuse.  If you willfully plagiarize, you will fail the assignment and possibly the course.  This course uses plagiarism prevention technology, including but not limited to TurnItIn.com.  You have the option of submitting papers online through a plagiarism prevention service or allowing me to submit hard copies of these papers.  The papers may be retained by the service for the sole purpose of checking for plagiarized content in future student submissions.

MLA

All papers should be submitted in MLA format.  Consult Easy Writer or Writing and Revising for help, and if you’re still confused, ask questions after class, or during my office hours.  Or, visit the Writing Center.

Writing Center

The Writing Center is an invaluable resource.  A visit takes only 15 or 20 minutes and feedback from the consultants can transform your paper into something even better.  You don’t need to make an appointment; just show up.  It is located in Lanier 209 and it’s open Monday through Friday.  The Writing Center consultants can offer general feedback, but if you are struggling with one specific area in your writing, it may be helpful to arrive prepared with questions and concerns.

Fire Drills

Fire drills will be conducted annually.  In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest exit.  Learn the floor plan and exits of the building.  Do not use elevators.  If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air.  Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life.  Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area.  For more information on other emergencies, please visit http://www.gcsu.edu/emergency/actionplanmain.htm.

Peer Review and Drafts

Throughout the semester, you will be required to read and comment on your classmates’ papers.  Please take your classmates’ drafts seriously and comment on them as adults with constructive criticism.  Please also remember to keep your audience in mind while writing the paper; don’t write something that you would be too sensitive or embarrassed to have your classmates read.  Any time we have a peer review, you are required to bring a hard copy of your paper as well as four other copies (five total) to class; failure to do so will result in an absence for the day.  Please do not complain that you don’t have enough money to print your papers; this is a school-related expense and is just as mandatory as your books.  We all have to bear the same expenses as students.

Peer review and helping your fellow classmates may seem like a chore, but please try to pay attention.  It is often in reading the work of others that we realize the solutions to problems in our own work.  That’s right: helping your classmate with his or her paper might help your own paper.

Assignments and Paper Submissions

Please turn in all papers typed, double-spaced, with 12-point Times New Roman font—at the beginning of the class period.  Any drafts turned in after the first 10 minutes of class will be considered late, and assuming you have not come to class until then, you will be considered absent.  Late papers will be penalized by half a letter grade per day late.  In addition, I reserve the right to penalize the paper half a letter grade (each) for the following failures to meet the minimum requirements: 1) the paper does not end at least halfway down on the minimum page length (which means for a 5-6 page paper, the paper should end at least halfway down on the fifth page), 2) the paper does not use 12-point Times New Roman font, 3) the paper has margins larger than one inch on any side, 4) the paper uses extra spaces in between the paragraphs.  This last requirement is hampered by Microsoft Word’s default space in between paragraphs but can be easily fixed by checking a button; if you are confused by how to fix your defaults, please see me.  Please keep in mind in any case that I own a ruler and can measure how many pages you have, but I shouldn’t have to.  It is your responsibility to make sure your paper prints right; ignorance is not an excuse for lack of paper length.  Remember: any of these page requirement failures will result in half a letter grade penalty each.

Please note that I will only accept hard copies of any and all assignments.  I do not accept email attachments.

In-class assignments will be turned in the day they are written.  Please remember to put your name at the top of your paper.  In-class assignments are the only handwritten assignments I will accept; please try to write clearly enough for me to read what you have written.

Revisions

For the first three papers, you must turn in a revision within seven calendar days after your paper is returned to you, along with a paragraph (on a separate page) explaining your changes and your original draft.  These revised papers must reflect significant effort and change in order to receive a better grade; revision does not guarantee a better grade.  Your revision grade will replace your original grade, but your grade will never be lowered by revision—unless it is late.  Failure to turn in a revision of all three papers will result in a third of a letter grade deducted from your final grade in the class.

Class Schedule (Subject to Change)

Week One*

T 8/16: Introduction to ENGL 1101

HW: Didion, “On Self-Respect” (handout); Wallace, “This is Water”

R 8/18: More Introduction; Goals for Class; The Liberal Arts Experience; Didion & Wallace

HW: Quindlen, “How Reading Changed My Life” (p. 7-9); Rooney, “I Will Catch You” (handout); W&R, “Reading Processes” (p. 11-25)

*8/19: Last day to drop a course without fee penalty 

Week Two 

T 8/23: Writing & Reading; Quindlen & Rooney

HW: Dillard, “An American Childhood” (p. 80-83), Russo, “Dog” (p. 100-105); Lewis, “The Badger (p. 85-88)

R 8/25: Unique Experience as The Personal Narrative; The Situation & The Story; Dillard & Russo & Lewis

HW: Ch. 3, Narration (p. 49-53); W&R, “Strategies for Generating Ideas (p. 41-59)

Week Three

T 8/30: Composing a Narrative

HW: Gremmels, “The Clinic” (p. 91-93); Morrison, “Strangers” (p. 95-97); Shah, “Longing to Belong” (p. 66-68)

R 9/1: Narrative & Structure; Gremmels & Morrison & Shah

HW: Complete draft of Paper #1, bring 5 copies (yours +4) for 9/6

Week Four

T 9/6: Peer Review of Paper #1

HW: Begin revising your paper based on class comments

R 9/8: In-Class Revision of Paper #1

HW: Complete revision for 9/13

Week Five

T 9/13: Process Analysis; Voice; Paper #1 Due
HW: Piven, Borgenicht, & Worick, “How to Pull an All-Nighter” (p. 224-226); Connors, “How in the World Do You Get a Skunk Out of a Bottle?” (p. 238-241)

R 9/15: Process Analysis; Piven, Borgenictht, & Worick & Connors & Barry

HW: Barry, “I Will Survive…Or At Least I’ll Be Delayed” (p. 228-230); Muller, “Creating a Female Sleuth” (p. 232-236)

Week Six

T 9/20: Process Analysis; Barry & Muller

HW: Ch. 6, “Process Analysis” (p. 209-221); W&R “Strategies for Developing” (p. 101-136)

R 9/22: Composing a Process Analysis Paper

HW: Ackerman, “Why Leaves Turn Color in the Fall” (p. 243-246); Pollaci, “Exposure, Latency, Responsibility” (p. 248-252)

Week Seven

T 9/27: Process Analysis & Structure; Ackerman & Pollaci

HW: Complete draft of Paper #2, bring 5 copies (yours +4) for 9/29

R 9/29: Peer Review of Paper #2; Panel Presentation #1
HW: Begin revising your paper based on class comments

Week Eight**

T 10/4: In-Class Revision of Paper #2

HW: Complete revision for 10/6

R 10/6: Comparison & Contrast; Combining Two Elements; Voice; Paper #2 Due
HW: Sedaris, “Remembering My Childhood on the Continent of Africa” (p. 294-298); Sapra, “I’m Happy with an Arranged Marriage” (p. 272-273); Gullen, “Self-Discovery and the Danish Way of Life” (p. 301-302)

**10/5 Midterm Grades due

Week Nine***

T 10/11: Fall Break – No Class

HW: 

R 10/13: Food, Inc. (1/2)

HW:

***Last day to drop a course or withdraw from all courses without academic penalty

Week Ten

T 10/18: Food, Inc. (2/2); How to Write a Comparison/Contrast Paper; Panel Presentation #2
HW: Bernstein, “French Sissies vs. German He-Men” (p. 275-278); Catton, “Grant and Lee” (280-283); Goodheart, “The Skyscraper and the Airplane” (p. 285-292)

R 10/20: Comparison & Contrast & Structure; Bernstein & Catton & Goodheart

HW: Complete draft of paper #3, bring 4 copies (yours +4) for 10/25

Week Eleven

T 10/25: Peer Review of Paper #3; Panel Presentation #3
HW: Begin revising your paper based on class comments 

R 10/27: In-Class Revision of Paper #3

HW: Complete revision for 11/1; Schlosser, “What We Eat” (p. 607-613); Ehrenreich, “Serving in Florida” (p. 594-605)

Week Twelve

T 11/1: The Research Paper; Schlosser & Ehrenreich; Research & Citation; Paper #3 Due
HW: Come up with a research topic for the library day

R 11/3: Library Day (meet in library)

HW:

Week Thirteen

T 11/8: Class Conferences

HW: 

R 11/10: Class Conferences

HW:

Week Fourteen

T 11/15: Research Day (meet in library)

HW: Bring thesis and list of ideal sources

R 11/17: Research Day (meet in library); Annotated Bibliographies Due
HW: Ch. 12, “Combining the Methods” (p. 584-587); Gladwell, “The Tipping Point” (p. 628-634); Johnson, “Watching TV Makes You Smarter” (p. 615-626)

Week Fifteen

T 11/22: Combining the Methods/Writing a Research Paper; Gladwell & Johnson

HW: Complete draft of paper #4, bring 4 copies (yours +4) for 11/29

R 11/24: Thanksgiving Break – No Class

HW:

Week Sixteen

T 11/29: Peer Review of Paper #4; Panel Presentation #4
HW: Begin revising your paper based on class comments

R 12/1: In-Class Revision of Paper #4

HW: Complete revision for 11/6

Week Seventeen (Finals)

T 11/6: Final Exam – Paper #4 Due

