Course Syllabus

English 1102-21 – English Composition II

Tues. & Thurs. 9:30-10:45

Georgia College and State University

Spring 2009

Instructor: Zachary Burkhart

Office: Arts and Sciences 318

Office Hours: 8:30-9:15 Tues. & Thurs. and by appointment

Email: zachary.burkhart@gcsu.edu
Course Statement:


What are the raw products of a culture?  Food, Music, Architecture, Literature; the intangibles are what last after the last pride ridden, heritage claiming civilian is scattered.  And within each fossil of a civilization which can be collected and pondered and studied is a celebration of something dire and important, something fools take for granted.


This class will be using Literature as a conduit and focal point to explore and develop our own sense of writing and reflection.  The overall goal of this course is focused for the student to be able to reach outward into the world and connect their own inner world to produce a text that is worthy of recognition by the most unfamiliar of faces.


As a writing intensive class those who take this course will be writing and reading every single session.  Whether we discuss a text or produce our own, the goal is always to push our own expression further: to be more concise, to be more effective, to be more enjoyable.  While writing and reading may be one of the most intimate and lonely modes of expression, look to each contemporary around you.  We are each going to be sharing.

Course Objectives:

· Acquire and sharpen methods of writing which produces organized and clear scholarly writing

· Acquire the skills to dissect and produce works of a literary nature

· Acquire intuitive analyzing and researching skills

· Participate in productive critiquing and group revision work

· Build a volume of writing which is respected by both you and your peers

Texts and Materials:

Required:

· The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature.  Eighth Ed.  By Michael Meyer.

· A reading/writing Journal

Evaluation:

· 4 Essays: 15%, 15%, 20%, 15%

· Writing Journal: 25%

· Class participation: 10%

Grades:


An “A” will be awarded to papers that show the highest degree of comprehension of the material and skill with execution of the paper.  This grade isn’t give to those who naturally excel, per say.  This grade is given to papers which surpass my expectation for the given writing assignment and demonstrates a great deal of care and craft.  There are no rubrics, to get this grade you will have to be experimental, intuitive, and driven by something more than a simple urge to satisfy what you think my standards are for an “A” paper.


A “B” will be given to papers which have completed the writing assignment to a high degree of success.  Papers which receive this grade will show an honest effort at making the most of the assignment, a distinctive voice, and lastly, there wasn’t a terrible degree of structural errors.  These papers will show how much you cared to revise and rework the paper.


A “C” is given to papers which need a healthy dose of revision.  The overall structure of the paper might be lacking, ideas do not cohere easily or are underdeveloped, the narrative voice isn’t uniform or is stale, and the basic grammar errors that occur hinder the reader far too much.  “C” papers are most likely potentially great papers that were written in one attempt and not looked back through except to catch spelling errors.


A “D” paper looks like it was hashed out 10 minutes before class.  Something was put onto paper, but what that is exactly is debatable.


“F’s” are unforgivable.  A paper wasn’t attempted on a basic level or wasn’t turned in.

Assignments:


The majority of the assignments for this class will be a loose line of suggestion and direction which is meant to help you come to your own conclusions about writing and literature.  Most days you will be asked to write or respond or defend some facet of in class discussion, writing exercises, or suggestions for the guidance of the class.  The rest of the class will be used to build four essays of a scholarly, researched nature.  Any graded assignment will be able to be revised for a compromised grade; you are required to turn in two revisions of any of the major essays.  Information on revisions will be given out later in class.


All assignments must be word processed, use Times New Roman font, conform to MLA documentation guidelines, and all assignments must be given to me as a hard copy.  I will not accept emailed papers.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism:


As a student of an academic facility, it is your responsibility to abide by a heightened level of discipline and integrity.  Plagiarism is a direct violation of the Honor Code of GCSU and no violations will be tolerated.  If you are caught using material that isn’t original or cited by the original source you will receive a failing grade for the course and perhaps be dropped from the university entirely.

Attendance:


I will be working off the standard three absence grace formula.  You get three unexcused absences before your grade is affected.  After that, you will receive a full letter grade deduction for each additional absence.  I reserve the right to mark those who walk in late as an absence.  We are here to get work done and we can’t be waiting on individuals who couldn’t roll out of bed fifteen minutes early.

Late work:


It is essential that you have your work finished on time.  A great deal of our work will be discussed openly in class so please don’t waste our valuable time coming unprepared.  Major research papers will receive a letter grade deduction for each day they are late; minor response papers and assignments will simply not be accepted.

Library:

Though we all love the internet so, the library will still stand as our compass rose of research.  We will spend some class time finding material and learning the ropes with the library staff who will make our lives easier.

Writing Center:


It is my job to make you better writers, but there are other individuals who are just as talented and eager to lend you a hand.  The tutors of the writing center provide an individualized feedback and guidance service free of charge.  Remember they aren’t there to simply fix our bad grammar.  If you are stuck for ideas, interested in different styles of writing, or simply want a second opinion, they are the ones to see.

Statement of Equal Opportunity:


In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential.

Cellular Phones:


Turn them off please.  If the call is that important they will leave a message.  Texting will result in a rubber band in the eye.  You have been warned.

Schedule (Subject to change)

Week 1 - Introduction

Tues - Introduction to the course, introduce syllabus and schedule, Q & A

Thurs - Go through a day of what is to be expected anticipated for a class session – Homework: Find 3 poems you’d like to discuss (become accustomed to your weekend work)

Week 2 - Poetry

Tues – Writing response discussions, poetry tally, in class dissection – Homework: 806 –“After Making Love We Hear Footsteps,” 1031 –“Ozymandias,” 716 _”Traveling through the Dark”, 637 –“To His Coy Mistress”

Thurs – Assigned readings. – Homework: Find one Short story you’d like to discuss, 367 “ A Good Man is Hard to Find”

Week 3 - Fiction

Tues –Discussion of readings, begin talks about first Essay Assignment – Homework: Determined short story, Begin First Essay
Thurs –Discussion of reading, discussion of what belongs in the paper, in class writing – Homework: First Essay

Week 4 – Work Week

Tues –Writing workshop for Essay, bring in all work that has been done for Peer review

Thurs –No Class – February 12th, I will be away at a conference, Essays Due Monday in my Mailbox in 318
Week 5 – Non Fiction

Tues –Hand out of Emerson, Homework: Thoreau Hand out, be prepared with written response on one article

Thurs –Discussion of Thoreau, Homework: Begin Reading Oedipus the King 1102-1126

Week 6 – Drama

Tues -Discuss first part of Oedipus the King, Homework: finish the play

Thurs –Finish Discussion on Oedipus, Homework: Begin Second Essay

Week 7 – Poetry (We recycle the cycle)

Tues –In class reading and discussion of either Robert Frost or Langston Hughes, to be voted, Homework: Get familiar with the person we didn’t read, or make a compelling argument for one we didn’t

Thurs –The other in class discussion, Homework: Young Goodman Brown 325, handout -The Swimmer

Week 8 – Fiction

Tues -Discussion of Young Goodman Brown 325, Homework: Handout- The Jilting of Granny Weatherall

Thurs –Discussion of Handout, Second Essays Due in my Mailbox in 318
Week 9 – Non Fiction

Tues –TBA

Thurs –TBA

Week 10 – Drama

Tues –In Class Discussion of Trying to find Chinatown 1363, Homework: Old Saybrook 1327

Thurs –Discussion of Old Saybrook, Homework: Begin Layout of the Third, Big, Essay

Week 11 – Spring Break, don’t trust MTV

Week 12 – Wild Cards (Discuss which Genre’s we’d Like to see more of)

Tues –Essay Writing in class

Thurs –Our discussion of Choice

Week 13 – Wild Cards

Tues –Essay Writing in Class

Thurs –Our discussion of Choice

Week 14 – Wild Cards

Tues –Essay Writing in Class

Thurs –Our discussion of Choice, Last Essay Due by 11 o’clock Friday in my Mailbox in 318
Week 15 – Wild Cards

Tues – Begin Our last essay in class

Thurs – Saying Farwell

Week 16 – Finals

We will discuss what will happen these days – Last essay due During this week

