English 1102-19

Spring 2009

Course Information: ENGL 1102-19 CRN: 20108 (T TH, 5:30-6:45, A&S 366)

Instructor: William Torrey

Office: 209 Lanier Hall

Office Hours: T TH, 2:00-3:30, and by appointment
Contact Information: Phone: (478)-445-3370; email: will.torrey@gcsu.edu
Required Texts: Rules for Writers, Hacker, Bedford/St. Martin’s, ISBN 978-0312406851; The Road, McCarthy, Vintage, ISBN 978-0307472120; The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature, Meyer, editor, Bedford/St. Martin’s, ISBN 978-0312469597

Supplemental Texts:  The Elements of Style, Strunk & White, editors, Coyote Canyon Press, ISBN 978-0979660740  

Required Materials:  Pen and paper; a hard copy of the text being discussed during class time; a manila folder, on which is written the student’s name; an effective means of backing up Word documents. 
Course Description & Goals:  Expanding upon the fundamental writing strategies established in 1101, this course is designed to introduce students to the realm of academic composition, specifically focusing on the analysis of popular literature.  Each class, using group explorations and individual studies, students will discuss and dissect various forms of literature, gaining a firmer understanding that will lead to the composition of several essays.  Over all, this course’s chief concern is the production of student writing that is reasoned and insightful.  Successful students will attend class regularly, demonstrating a strong work ethic and a healthy curiosity toward literature.   
Grades: Final grades will be determined as follows:




Attendance:      20%




Journals:           20%




Essay #1:          20%




Essay #2:          20%




Essay #3:          20%

Attendance/Participation:  Students are expected to attend class regularly.  Throughout the semester, each student is allowed a total of two absences.  Beginning with the third absence, the student’s participation grade will incur a deduction of 20% per class missed.  Simply stated, when students are absent, they are not participating.

Journals:  Each class, we will discuss varying amounts of literature—several poems; one to two short stories; sections of a play or a novel.  Beginning with the second week of classes (1/20/09), every student is required to write one journal entry per week.  These entries, which are to be typed, informally written, and completed outside of class, must include the following: 1) a brief (fifty words or less) summary of the particular work; 2) a slightly longer (150-200 words) reaction to the work, which will include students’ interpretations of a given work’s meaning and its use of literary elements.  Although there will be no regular checkup of students’ progress, it is highly recommended that each student keep up with their journals—in other words, students who procrastinate will find themselves unnecessarily overburdened, resulting in entries that are markedly less effective.  Journals will be collected twice, once at the midway point, and again at the end.  At the close of the semester, grades for both batches of journals will be averaged.  The resulting total will account for 20% of a student’s final grade.     
Late Work: Except in cases of emergency, all late essays/journals will incur a grade deduction of 10% per business day.  At the start of class on the assigned due date, all essays are to be turned in typed, double-spaced, and stapled.  Work submitted via e-mail will not be accepted.  If a student knows that he/she will be absent on a due date, the assignment should be submitted to the instructor prior to that absence.  

Academic Dishonesty:  If you have any doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism and/or cheating, see: http://www.gcsu.edu/student_affairs/Student_Handbook/honor/honor.html. Violation of the code means a zero on the essay and, at my discretion, failure of the course.  Disciplinary procedures and appeals in cases of alleged plagiarism will follow the process found in the GC&SU Undergraduate Catalog.   

Etiquette: Prior to the start of each class, please ensure that all electronic devices are silenced.  Text messaging and use of the Internet for personal reasons during class time is extremely unprofessional and will not be tolerated.  Except on days designated for in-class writing, all laptops are to remain closed during discussion.    

Statement of Equal Opportunity: In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential. 
Fire Drill: In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use the elevators. Crawl on the floor if you encounter heavy smoke. Assemble near the fountain for a head count. 

Writing Center:  The GCSU Writing Center is located on the second floor of Lanier Hall, room 209, and is open Monday through Friday.  While no extra credit will be offered as an incentive to utilize this resource, all students are encouraged to visit regularly.  For more information, call (478)-445-3370 or visit online at: http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/  

Tentative Class Schedule

(Unless otherwise noted, all readings come from the Bedford text)

(T)1/13:  Introduction course/syllabus; expectations

(Th)1/15: Introduction to poetry; “My Last Duchess” (721), “I heard a Fly…” (852), “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (647)

(T)1/20: “Death Be Not Proud” (820), “Do Not Go Gentle…” (784), “Out, Out—” (892)
(TH)1/22: Cummings—(585), (711), (627), (970), (1017), “In a Station of the Metro” (678), “The Red Wheelbarrow” (808), “This is Just to Say” (1036), “Musee des Beaux Arts” (online)

(T)1/27: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (1018), “Ozymandius” (1031)

(TH)1/29: “Sex without Love” (646), “The Embrace” (970), “you fit into me” (683), “Last Night” (640), “A Death at the Office” (1028), “The Secretary Chant” (570)

(T)2/3: “Spam leaves an aftertaste” (994), “America” (1003), “Exxon” (online); essay #1 assigned

(Th)2/5:  In-class brainstorming/writing

(T)2/10: Essay #1 (1st draft) due; group critiques
(TH)2/12: Class Cancelled

(T)2/17:  In-class revisions  

(TH)2/19: Essay #1 (final draft) due; introduction to fiction

(T)2/24:  “Miss Brill” (274), “The Story of an Hour” (15)

(TH)2/26: “A Good Man is Hard to Find” (367)  
(T)3/3:  “A&P” (560), “Killings” (103); Journals (1st batch) due
(TH)3/5: “Cathedral” (online); Essay #2 handout assigned 
(T)3/10:  In-class brainstorming/writing

(TH)3/12: Essay #2 (1st draft) due; group critiques 

(T)3/17: In-class revisions

(TH)3/19:  Essay #2 (final draft) due 

(T)3/24:  Spring Break

(TH)3/26:  Spring Break

(T)3/31:  Introduction to drama; “The Glass Menagerie”

(TH)4/2:  “The Glass Menagerie”

(T)4/7:  “The Road”

(TH)4/9: “The Road”
(T)4/14: “The Road”; introduction to research paper, select topic
(TH)4/16: Library Visit/Research day 

(T)4/21:  In-class writing
  
(TH)4/23:  In-class writing  
(T)4/28:  Essay #3 (1st draft) due; group critiques
(TH)4/30:  In-class revisions; Journals (2nd batch) due

(TH)5/7:  Final Paper Due
