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Spring 2010 Course Syllabus
English Composition II
Instructor: Leah M. Norton
Office: Arts & Sciences 153 
Office Phone:  x2013
Office Hours: TTh  9:30 – 11am, and by appointment.



Email: leah.norton@gcsu.edu
English Department: (Melinda Martin) 445-4581

Class: ENGL 1102-46

Meeting Time: TTh 8:00 – 9:15
Location: A&S 243

This course is designed as a follow-up for 1101.  While it is primarily a composition class, you will be exploring literature as fodder for their writing.  All readings, class discussions, projects, and informal writings are designed to help you to explore literature and write smoothly and coherently about it.
So what is literature? How do we read it? Why do we read it?  What does it do and why? We will seek answers to these questions in class and discussion and in the writings that we do.  In everything, the emphasis will be on analysis through  interpretation and supporti of that interpretation – skills you will use often in college and in your professional lives.

Course Objectives: 

 As a result of taking ENGL 1102, students will be able:

1.
To reinforce principles of writing acquired in English 1101;

2.
To reinforce principles and strategies of argumentation and analysis acquired in English 1101;

3.
To understand complexities of our culture in order to write or speak about them;

4.
To create forceful and effective written argument in the academic environment;

5.
To reinforce principles of academic research and how to synthesize research in writing so that the insights and documentation are logical and clear;

6.  To gain insight into various ways of interpreting texts  and in conversation.

Required Materials:
Discovering Literature



Guth, (Ed.)
Sweet Machine




Doty, Mark
A reliable and up-to-date writer’s handbook


A novel to be decided by your discussion group
 
A Statement on Equal Opportunity:  In accord with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability that affects your progress as a student in this class, please meet with me so we may discuss how to create an environment in which you can best learn.  Your notification will be kept confidential.  

Assignments and Grading:  You may choose to rewrite any paper for a new grade (except the last one).  If you choose to do so, you must go to the Writing Center.

Four papers (3 – 6 pages in length and utilizing library research)

600pts

Projects








150pts

Workshopping,, participation





150pts

Reading log







100pts 

Total:








1000pts

GCSU Writing Center: You take advantage of the opportunity to improve your papers by visiting the Writing Center, located in Lanier 209.  While I am always available to meet with you to give you advice and feedback on your writing, The Writing Center provides additional, individualized help to all GCSU students with no additional fees.  Feel free to visit the Writing Center as many times as you wish. For more information, call 445-3370, or visit online at     http://www.gcsu.edu/acad_affairs/coll_artsci/eng/writing/
Submitting Work: Work should be submitted as a hard copy ON AND NOT AFTER the date indicated on the syllabus.  Any work submitted via email without prior permission will not be accepted and will receive no credit. Work submitted late (no hardcopy at the beginning of class), for which no extension has been granted, will be penalized up to one full letter grade for each late day.  Papers for workshop will not be accepted late.
Attendance:  You are allowed three absences, excused or otherwise.  Please notify me if you have planned an absence in advance.  You will never be penalized for participation in school-sponsored events or disasters/emergencies beyond your control, but students who miss three classes because of school events or emergencies will not receive any additional “free” absences.    Your final grade may be penalized up to 5% for each unexcused absence after three.  Come to class. Get what you’re paying for.

Class begins on time: tardiness beyond 15 minutes is counted as an absence.  Excessive tardiness (in excess of 3) may count as an absence.  Please talk to me – long before you develop attendance problems – if you have any concerns so that we can work through them together or figure out a policy on which we can both agree.

A missed conference will count toward two (2) absences because two class periods have been canceled so that we can meet.  Absences do not change due dates, nor do they relieve a student of responsibility for material covered in class.
Communication:  You are responsible for checking your GCSU email (the one that ends with ecats.gcsu.edu) to receive communication from me.

Help:  If you are struggling with the class or the assignments, come and talk to me.  I want to help you, but you have to let me know that you need it.  Don’t just give up.

Fire Policy:  In case of a fire or a fire drill any time during the semester, remember to walk to the nearest exit.  Crawl on the floor in the event of heavy smoke.  Do not use elevators during a fire.  Assemble for a headcount once you get out of the building.
Cheating, Plagiarism, and the GCSU Honor Code:  Consistent with the “Community Pledge” required of all students (and spoken aloud at Convocation), any student found guilty of substantiated academic dishonesty may fail the course.  Disciplinary procedures and appeals will follow the process found in the GCSU Undergraduate Catalog.  Some general examples of academic misconduct include the following:

1.
Academic dishonesty includes cheating or knowingly assisting another student in an act of                            academic dishonesty;

2.
Plagiarism, which includes, but is not necessarily limited to, submitting examinations, themes, reports, drawings, laboratory notes, undocumented quotations, computer-processed materials, or other material as one's own work when such work has been prepared by others or copied from another person or another source; 

3.
Paraphrases that do not give credit to the ideas inherent in an outside source 
4.
Submitting the same work in different courses without prior approval of all instructors 
5.
 Misrepresenting reasons for not completing assignments or taking exams as scheduled.
Course Outline:


1. Genre:
Overview of genres


Paper:
 Reaction

2. Genre:
Poetry 


Paper:
Close Reading / Comparison Analysis 

3. Genre:  
Fiction


Paper: 
Analytical Research

4. Genre:
 Drama


Paper: 
Annotated Bibliography
Assignments:

Reading: 
Students are expected to come to class having read the assignments and ready to discuss them.

Logs:
Students will be required to write a brief log entry for each day of discussion.  These needn’t be typed, polished, or long – just jot down the thoughts you had while reading the work.  A couple paragraphs will suffice.  For days that include multiple readings, choose just one of the assigned pieces.  Please write these journals in composition-style notebooks.
Discussion:
In addition to daily contributions to class conversations, each student will have the opportunity to lead discussion with a croup.  This will consist of bringing 6 – 8 interesting, intelligent discussion questions regarding the work we read and keeping discussion going for ten to fifteen minutes.
Papers:
Papers will be submitted to me in MLA format on the date specified in the syllabus.  For MLA guidelines, see your handbook.
Projects:
Projects, both group and individual, will help you to experience the work we’re reading in a new and unique way and may be accompanied by a one-page paper.


Tentative Assignment Schedule

(This schedule is subject to change throughout the semester.  A more detailed assignment schedule will follow. Keep up with updates)

Jan.
 12 syllabus, etc.

14  Discussion
Log 1

19 Discussion  
Log 2

21 Discussion
Log 3

26 Discussion
Log 4

28 Discussion, Drafting Log 5
Feb.
2 Paper 1 due, Discussion Log 6

4  Discussion
Log 7

9  Discussion
Log 8

11  Discussion 
Log 9 


16 Doty

Log 10

18  Doty

Log 11

23 Drafting,  Logs Due

25  Soundtracks, Rough Drafts Due


26 Paper 2 due by 5pm
Mar.
2  Discussion
Log 12

4  Discussion
Log 13

9 Discussion
Log 14

11Group Discussion, Thesis Development

16 Library Day


18 Discussion of research, Structure

23 Spring break


25 Spring break


30  Facebook Profiles Due, first five pages due
Apr.
1 Peer editing



2 Rough Draft Due in my office by 5pm

6 Conferences


8  Conferences

13 Paper 3 due. DiscussionLog 15

15 Discussion, Scenes
Log 16

20 Discussion

Log 17

22 Discussion, Scenes
Log 18

27 Discussion

Log 19

29 Discussion, Scenes.
Log 20


30 Paper 4 due by 5 pm

