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Paper #4

Due Dates:  
Nov 10: Thesis



Nov 17: Outline



Nov 19: Revised Outline



Nov 23: Rough Draft



Dec 3: FINAL DRAFT
Topic: 
Environmental Issues: (Fossil fuels, recycling, etc)
Rhetorical Mode:   Persuasive Research
Point Value:    250pts.  (or, 25% of your grade in the class)

In a 7 - 10 page pager, explore a contemporary issue pertaining to the current worldwide concern with energy preservation.  This could be anything from the merits and drawbacks of offshore drilling to the implementation of community supported agriculture.  The angle that I want you to take in your exploration, however, is persuasive.   Don’t just tell me about the history of ethanol or how its distilling process works, tell me why ethanol is a good thing.  Or a bad thing.  Argue! And back up your arguments with facts from primary sources. 
In addition, I want you to include a personal story, anecdote, etc.  Do you recycle bottles? Drive a vegetable-oil-powered car?  Shower only every five days?  When applicable, mention your own habits, relate what YOU do to the larger issue.  (This will be easier on you if you choose a topic which you actually relate to.  I.E., the issue of driving a hybrid as opposed to a Suburban, rather than the issue of the development of “clean coal” power plants as opposed to nuclear power plants.)  A good story will illustrate the point on a personal level as well as lead logically back to the larger issue being discussed.

In a nutshell, use a good argumentative structure and many solid facts to persuade me that you’re right.

This paper will include:

A brief exploration and strong refutation of the opposition

A MINIMUM of five (5) sources, AT LEAST three (3) of which are scholarly

An MLA-style works cited page
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