English 1101: English Composition I

Section 25 CRN: 80841

Course information: T R, 3:30-4:45; A&S 243
Instructor: JT Torres (jonathan.torres@gcsu.edu)

Office: A&S 153
Hours: T, 12:30-3:30

Phone: 478-445-2013
Required texts: 

Lunsford, Andrea A. EasyWriter: A Pocket Reference.  3rd ed.  Boston: Bedford-St. 

Martin's, 2006.  ISBN-13: 978-0-312-65031-5 

Lunsford, Andrea A., John J. Ruszkiewicz and Keith Walters.  Everything’s an 

Argument.  5th ed.  Boston: Bedford-St. Martin’s, 2010.  ISBN-13: 978-0-312-53861-3.

Course objectives:  The focus of any composition course is on training you within the academic standards of writing and research.  However, I hope that this course will expand your idea of composition, which includes not only writing but also acting, talking, thinking, reading, critiquing.  Writing—just one medium for composing your thoughts—is only a part of the process.  We will write almost everyday, but we will also explore other ways to compose without the traditional pen and paper.
Grade Distribution:
Personal Narrative (4-6 pages):
200 points

A: 1350-1500

Cultural Evaluation (3-5 pages):
100 points

B: 1200-1349

Proposal (3-5 pages):


100 points

C: 1050-1199

Research (5-7 pages):


200 points

D: 900-1049

Responses:



200 points

F: 899 or below

Peer Review/Participation:

200 points

Final Portfolio:


500 points

Total:




1500 points

Responses: A two-page response to an assigned reading.  Besides comparing your own interpretation of the issue, thesis with the writer’s argument, you will also perform a rhetorical analysis when composing responses.  Responses will be the foundation of class discussion, will provide insight into your own capabilities as a writer, and will train you to separate appreciation of aesthetics from emotional reaction.  I have scheduled 18 responses, each worth 10 points.  In order to total the 200 total points allotted for responses, at any time during the semester turn in to me a response to Animal, Vegetable, Miracle and a response to an essay from radiolab.org or thisamericanlife.org.
Peer Review:  When participating in peer review, I expect you to be considerate of the writer when providing critiques.  Any condescending language or irreverent treatment of another student’s views will result in a deduction of 20 points from your final participation grade.  I will provide a rubric on peer review days as a guide, which I will collect with “final drafts” and use for your participation grade.  You may also write comments on the essay itself, if the writer wishes.

Participation: All in-class activities—informal writing, presentations, discussions, peer review, etc.—will count toward your participation grade.  Any disruptions, however, like texting during class, excessive absences, refusal to engage in discussions, will deduct from your final participation grade.

Revision: Revision is by far the most important stage of writing.  Anything beforehand is “drafting.”  A caveat: revising is NOT editing, proofreading or tinkering with sentences.  Think about the big picture, the idea.  Take chances with your revisions—starting where your first draft ends, narrowing down your thesis, deleting entire paragraphs to make room for new ones.  Never assume an essay is finished because with writing nothing ever is.

Portfolio:  As your final exam, you will submit to me at the last day of class a portfolio of every essay.  You will include the original draft graded by me and your most polished revision.  Also, include a one-page personal reflection about the writing process: what decisions you made during revisions and why, how you feel about your essays after revising them.

Conferences:  At a designated time, I will meet with each of you individually to discuss the class, your grade, and, most importantly, your writing.  You are required to bring a revision of which I have not yet seen or a draft of a current essay.  After a general discussion, we will work one-on-one on the essay—a personal consultation of sorts.  Failure to attend your scheduled conference, or attending unprepared, is equal to one class absence.

Standard Format:  Essays will follow MLA format and be typed in Times New Roman, 12-point font, and double-spaced, using default settings on Word.  Include your name, class, course instructor, and date (in that order) in the top left corner.  Center the title of your essay just above the first paragraph.  I will mark 5 points off the paper if it does not reach the minimum page limit or if you “cheat” margins.  Only under extenuating circumstances will I allow you to turn in handwritten essays.
Attendance: You are allowed a total of five absences for any reason.  After that, each absence will lower your final participation grade by a full letter.  If you are going to miss class, email me and let me know ahead of time.  I am forced to fail you for the course entirely if you miss more than ten classes.

Late work: I am incredibly lenient concerning attendance, but not when it comes to late work.  You have until midnight of the due date to turn in an assignment.
Etiquette: No cell phone use.  No laptop use.  No gadgets that make noise or connect you to the virtual world.  I’m pretty sure you can last fifty minutes a day without them.  Use them in someone else’s class.

The Writing Center (209 Lanier): I can't recommend the Writing Center highly enough. No reservation is necessary, and their well-trained consultants will help you at any stage of the writing process, from brainstorming to revision and all parts in-between. I don't offer extra credit for visiting the WC because the advice they give you is practically guaranteed to boost your grade. Go there for help!
Religious Observance Policy: Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one's rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy. The full policy and prescribed procedures are found at: http://info.gcsu.edu/intranet/acad_affairs/ReligousObservancePolicy.doc
Assistance for Student Needs Related to Disability: If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

Student Opinion Surveys: Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.

Academic Honesty: The integrity of students and their written and oral work is a critical component of the academic process. All written work submitted in this course will be individual work unless otherwise instructed. The submission of another's work as one's own is plagiarism and will be dealt with using the procedures outlined on pp. 64-67 in the Undergraduate Catalog. Remember that allowing another student to copy one’s own work is considered cheating. Also see the student Honor Code at the website below: http://www.gcsu.edu/studentlife/handbook/code.htm.

Plagiarism: According to the Honor Code and the Academic Affairs Handbook, GCSU does not tolerate plagiarism. You will fail the course if caught willfully and substantially plagiarizing assignments.  This course uses plagiarism prevention technology. Students have the option of submitting papers online through a plagiarism prevention service or allowing the instructor to submit hard copies of these papers. The papers may be retained by the service for the sole purpose of checking for plagiarized content in future student submissions. 

Fire Drills
Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area. For more information on other emergencies, please visit http://www.gcsu.edu/emergency/actionplanmain.htm.

Tentative Schedule: Subject to Change

	Dates
	Class Activities
	For Next Class

	8/16

Tues
	Syllabus; Introductions: 5 questions of cultural inquiry; Hand out: response prompt (124), “Shitty First Drafts,” and “Pharmakon”
	Respond to “Shitty First Drafts”

	8/18

Thurs
	Discuss responses; the writing process; motivating language and the rhetorical situation; radiolab (Words)
	Read Ch. 1 (3-36); Respond to prompt 4 on page 36.

	8/23

Tues
	Semiotics and context; Issue, thesis, revelation; Truth versus fact; In-class writing: why college?
	Read Ch. 5 (95-130)

	8/25

Thurs
	Rhetorical analyses; Blocking out the essay (“Friend of a Friend…”); Personal narrative prompt
	Respond to “Bien Pretty” (743) and “Mother Tongue” (763)

	8/30

Tues
	Discuss responses; “I and Eye”; literal and emotional stories; TAL (First Contact); Hand out: “Shooting an Elephant”
	Respond to “Shooting an Elephant”

	9/1

Thurs
	Discuss responses; In-class writing: object of desire
	Respond to “Wearing a Head Scarf…” (888)

	9/6

Tues
	Discuss responses; Jill Bolte; In-class writing: what the object teaches us
	Bring 3 copies of personal narrative for peer review

	9/8

Thurs
	Peer review worksheet
	Final draft of personal narrative due for a grade

	9/13

Tues
	Collect personal narrative; Cultural evaluation prompt; Visual arguments; In-class response: rhetorical analysis to one of the on-screen images
	Read Ch. 10 (284-334)

	9/15

Thurs
	Evaluative arguments; Discuss sample evaluations; In-class writing: pop culture phenomena
	Respond to “Culture of Thin…” (608) and “Social Network Sites” (653)

	9/20 

Tues
	Discuss responses; In-class response: “Kenneth Cole” (621); In-class writing: making a claim about a phenomenon
	Respond to “Evangelicalism” (865)

	9/22

Thurs
	Discuss responses; In-class writing: cause/effect of phenomenon
	Bring 3 copies of cultural evaluation for peer review

	9/27

Tues
	Peer review
	Final draft of cultural evaluation due for a grade

	9/29

Thurs
	Cultural Evaluation due; Proposal prompt; Our right to complain, find a solution; In-class writing: investigating issues that need solving
	Read Ch. 12 (373-414)

	10/4

Tues
	Addressing the issue; Discuss sample proposals; Audience analysis: who benefits from your solution
	Respond to “In Defense of Intellectual Diversity” and “Trojan Horse of a Dark Design” (922)

	10/6

Thurs
	Discuss responses; Hand-out: “Civil Disobedience” and “Guns for Teachers”; In-class writing: taking your proposal to the extreme
	Respond to “Civil Disobedience”; Bring 3 copies of proposal for peer review

	10/11

Tues
	FALL BREAK
	

	10/13

Thurs
	Discuss responses; Peer review
	Final draft of proposal due for a grade

	10/18

Tues
	Proposal due; Research prompt; MLA and using EasyWriter
	Email me library quiz results

	10/20

Thurs
	Library day
	Read Ch. 16 (493-513); Respond to “Geeking Out” (686)

	10/25

Tues
	Treating sources; Discuss responses; In-class questioning: from interest to inquiry
	Read Ch. 19 (549-565); Respond to “Selling Safe Sex” (872)

	10/27

Thurs
	Fallacies; Hand-out: research presentations; In-class guessing: from hypothesis to thesis
	Read Ch. 20 (566-598); Respond to “Review of Bottlemania” (831) and “Excerpt of Bottlemania” (834)

	11/1

Tues
	Avoiding plagiarism; Discuss responses; In-class questions you need answered
	Respond to “Education Pays” (991)

	11/3

Thurs
	Discuss responses; Refuting sources; In-class response: War on Democracy
	Prepare research presentations

	11/8

Tues
	Presentations
	

	11/10

Thurs
	Presentations
	

	11/15

Tues
	Conferences
	

	11/17

Thurs
	Conferences
	Bring 3 copies of research essay for peer review

	11/22 

Tues
	Peer review
	Final draft of research essay due for a grade

	11/24

Thurs
	THANKSGIVING
	Eat

	11/29

Tues
	Research due; Discuss portfolio
	Bring 3 copies of any essay for revision

	12/1

Thurs
	Revision peer review
	Compose portfolio

	12/6

Tues
	Portfolio due on assigned final exam date/time
	


