SYLLABUS

English 1101: English Composition I, Fall 2012                              

MW 5:30-6:45 A&S 150

Instructor: Joseph Brogdon 

Email: joseph.brogdon@gcsu.edu
Telephone: 478-737-6252
Office: A&S 153 

Office Hours:  MW 4:45-5:30, 6:45-7:00

BOOKS FOR THE COURSE 

Models for Writers (11th Edition) by Alfred Rosa and Paul Eschholz

A Pocket Style Manual (6th Edition) by Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers

ABOUT THE COURSE

In the GCSU undergraduate course catalog, English 1101 is described as: “a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on the personal essay and also including introductory use of a variety of research skills. All students, regardless of their degree program, must earn a grade of C or better in ENGL 1101 in order to complete the requirements of this course.” 

This is a writing course with the objective of, in short, making sure that all GCSU students are capable of writing college-level essays.  

REGARDING ATTENDANCE

Coming to class is mandatory. You will, however, be allowed 3 absences. Use them at your own discretion, but know that your grade will suffer negative impact for each absence after your third. More than 7 absences will result in an F for the semester. Exceptions may apply in certain circumstances to absences for which you are able to provide a legitimate documented excuse.  

GRADE BREAKDOWN BY PERCENTAGE

Personal Essay – 20%

Compare/Contrast – 20%

Argument/Analysis – 20%

Research Paper – 25%

Presentation – 10%

Participation – 5% 

Each of the four papers will be discussed at length much in advance of their due date. At the earliest possible time, I will provide a detailed handout outlining the specifics of each assignment. The presentation will consist of each student introducing a reading to the class and acting to initiate discussion. This can be accomplished in any way the student sees fit, but generally should consist of providing the class with an account of what the reading was, what you thought about it, questions it raised, what it did that worked well, what it didn’t do/didn’t work well, etc. These are just suggestions, though, and the student should feel free to do with the presentation whatever they feel will most engage and elicit a response from the classroom. 

REGARDING DISCUSSION

What follows from talk of the presentation is the issue of participation, which accounts for five percent of your overall grade. This should be an easy portion of your grade to earn, assuming that you do the readings. I have purposefully kept the assigned readings short—it shouldn’t ever take more than fifteen minutes to complete the readings for class. We’ll supplement assigned readings with further reading in class, but as far as reading outside of class is concerned, I’ve kept it to an absolute minimum. This means that I expect you to have done this reading for each class. Discussion/participation comes in the form of lending your voice to the class, and having something, anything, to say about the essays that we’ll be discussing on any given day. I’d like us to be able to talk as a class, because I can assure you that the semester will be much more painful for everyone involved if I am the only one talking each day. I will ask that you come to class with a few talking points prepared for each class. These can be questions or comments about the reading, so that if discussion reaches a standstill, I should be able to call on anyone to bring a new issue for us all to consider. If you are absolutely opposed to talking in class for whatever reason, let me know and we’ll work something out. Otherwise speak up!    

REGARDING REVISIONS AND DEADLINES

You will have the opportunity to revise the first three papers that you write in this class. You will receive the higher of the two grades, which, unless something goes horribly wrong, should be your revised submission. In order for a paper to be eligible for revision, however, it must be submitted on time in hard copy form. If you come to class on the day papers are due without your paper, for whatever the reason, I’m willing to grant automatic one-week extensions. Extensions are not eligible for revision.   

Unless otherwise agreed upon, papers must be submitted in hard copy form.  E-mailed papers will receive an automatic deduction of a whole letter grade.  Papers that are late beyond the one week extension, if they are in hard copy form, will be deducted 1/3 letter grade for each day (not class period) beyond their due date (this works such that a B+ paper will become a B after one day, and a B- after two, and so on…).

The only exception to this will be in the case of the final research paper, which will not be eligible for revision given that it is due during finals week. 

REGARDING TECHNOLOGY

To the extent that it’s even possible, I’d like to request that we set aside our cell phones and laptops during class. My reasons for this request center primarily on the fact that our class is going to be a discussion-based, and my aim is to foster an environment in which we all talk and listen to one another. With this aim in mind, I see technology as operating in direct opposition to the healthy functioning of our class.  The classroom is equipped with a computer that is connected to a projector, which we can all see and use together.  If we need to use a computer in class, let’s use that one. If you have a personal reason for which you feel you need your computer, bring it up and we’ll talk about it.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Plagiarism will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis, but will generally result in the grade of F for the semester. Don’t do it.

WRITING CENTER

The Writing Center will be a hugely beneficial resource throughout the semester, and I highly encourage you to take advantage of it. It is located in Lanier 209, and open from 9:00-4:00 Monday through Friday.
RELIGIOUS OBSERVENCE POLICY
Students are permitted to miss class in observance of religious holidays and other activities observed by a religious group of which the student is a member without academic penalty. Exercising of one's rights under this policy is subject to the GC Honor Code. Students who miss class in observance of a religious holiday or event are required to make up the coursework missed as a result from the absence. The nature of the make-up assignments and the deadline for completion of such assignments are at the sole discretion of the instructor. Failure to follow the prescribed procedures voids all student rights under this policy.  

ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENT NEEDS RELATED TO DISABILITY

 
If you have a disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and physical accessibility. Disability Services, a unit of the GCSU Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity, can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GCSU programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, we recommend that you contact Disability Services located in Maxwell Student Union at 478-445-5931 or 478-445-4233.

STUDENT OPINION SURVEYS


Given the technological sophistication of Georgia College students, the student opinion survey is being delivered through an online process. Your constructive feedback plays an indispensable role in shaping quality education at Georgia College. All responses are completely confidential and your name is not stored with your responses in any way. In addition, instructors will not see any results of the opinion survey until after final grades are submitted to the University. An invitation to complete the online opinion survey is distributed to students near the end of the semester. Your participation in this very important process is greatly appreciated.

FIRE DRILLS


Fire drills will be conducted annually. In the event of a fire alarm, students will exit the building in a quick and orderly manner through the nearest hallway exit. Learn the floor plan and exits of the building. Do not use elevators. If you encounter heavy smoke, crawl on the floor so as to gain fresh air. Assist disabled persons and others if possible without endangering your own life. Assemble for a head count on the front lawn of main campus or other designated assembly area. 
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND DUE DATES
Week 1

 W, 8-15: Goldberg, “Be Specific”

Week 2

M, 8-20: Walker, “Childhood” 

W, 8-22: Cisneros, “My Name”

Week 3

M, 8-27: Ansa, “The Center of the Universe”
W, 8-29: Rushdie, “The Taj Mahal”
Week 4

M, 9-3: No Class, Labor Day

W, 9-5: PERSONAL ESSAY DUE
Week 5

M, 9-10: Lederer, “The Case for Short Words”

W, 9:12: Prentiss, “Buying a House”
Week 6

M, 9-17:Wolff, “The Last Shot”

W, 9-19: Twain, “Two Ways of Seeing a River”

Week 7

M, 9-24: Mukherjee, “Two Ways to Belong in America”

W, 9-26: Ripley, “Who Says a Woman Can’t Be Einstein”

Week 8

M, 10-1:COMPARE/CONTRAST DUE
W, 10-3: Sedaris, “Me Talk Pretty One Day”
Week 9

M, 10-8: No Class, Fall Break

W, 10-10: Sherry, “In Praise of the F Word”

Week 10

M, 10-15: Baker, “Becoming a Writer”

W, 10-17: Porter, “What Happiness Is”

Week 11

M, 10-22: Begley, “Praise the Humble Dung Beetle”

W, 10-24: Zirin, “What Pro Sports Owners Owe Us” 

Week 12

M, 10-29: Huttmann, “A Crime of Compassion”

W, 10-31: King, “Why We Crave Horror Movies”

Week 13

M, 11-5: ARGUMENT/ANALYSIS DUE
W, 11-7: Williams, “The Clan of One Breasted Women”

Week 14

M, 11-12: No Reading, Library Day

W, 11-14: Merrill, “The Principles of Poor Writing”

Week 15

M, 11-19: Gupta, “Stuck on the Couch”

W, 11-21: No Class, Thanksgiving

Week 16

M, 11-26: Jamieson, “The English Only Movement”
W, 11-28: TBA

Week 17

M, 12-3: No Class, Research Work Day—I’ll be in the classroom if anyone needs to talk. 

W, 12-5: RESEARCH PAPER DUE
*All information regarding policies and schedule is open for revision. Policies might have to be altered depending on how things go. Readings likely will be shifted around somewhat to fit with the flow of the semester. In any case, students will be informed at the earliest possible date. Please let me know if you have ideas or suggestions—this is my first time teaching, so I’m interested to know what works, what doesn’t, and how things can be improved.  

